SOU‘I‘H VIETNAM

JUNE TO AUGUST 1966,;

VIET,CONG POuiCY TOWAR AND

.8, PRISONERS oF WAR R

ACQ  VIETNAM, SAIGON (24 JANUARY ;9qlgi

.. SOURCE _

- I
::] hpproged s “““993 %f
: Data - 1
S 3 s S '
L, R &
o @a?’é’fiﬁ*qv '




.
x
]
L

] U 8. FORCFS TO DEFY ORDERSAND TO SU?PORT THE vc;ggggggg;pNARY

1.  (SUMMARY. VIET CONG (vc) POLICY TOWARD PRIBONERS OF
WAR (POW93) WHICH DATES BACK TO THE RESI;IANCE AGAINST THE o
FRENCH IS STILL APPLICABLE TO U.S. POW‘S BASICALLY THE
~ CAPTURING OF THE MAXIMUM NUMBER ov 1.8, FORCES I8 ENCOURAGED
"IN ORDER THAT fHEY CAN BE EXPLOTTED FOR INTELLIGENQ@, _PROPAGANDA _

AND POLIT[CAL PURPOSES. THIS POLIC! HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN

CARRIED OUT HOWEVER, BECAUSE Ve TROOPS WERE NOT AWARE OF IT, BECAUSE
- THEY SOUOHT TO AVENGE THBIR COMRADES BY KILLING Tﬁg ENEMY

WHEN THE INIT HAD TO HITHDRAW UNDER;DIEFICULT QIRCUMSTANQEslgffAAf

VO MT~ITARY REGION (MR) FI‘ UﬂxT& HAD_TAKEN NO_U.S8. PRISONERS

3N THE LAST TWO YEARS. AS A RESULT A THREE-PHASE CAMPAIGN S
M INAUGURATEa IN EARLY 1966 TO INDOCTRINATE ALL CADRES AND N

B TROJPo IN THE VC POW POLICY TO DISSEMINATE SLOGANS AND OPERATIONAL ,jﬁ\

PLAVS FOR CAFTURING U 8. TROOPS AND TO BECAPITULATE THE

WSUC“E?SES OF THE VARIOUS UNITS IN CAZTURING u.8. FORCES )
= —2. VC GENERAL HEADQUARTERS DOCUMENTS WHICH DEALT WITH _ —

.. POLICY TOWARD U.8. POW'S MADE THE FOLLOWING THREE POINTS IN

 ASSESSING THE POSITION oF U, s. THOQ S IN QOOEQAGEE;OAM (svn) (1)

E‘E WHEN 1.8, ECONOMIC AND TEQgE;QAL_ADVI§QBXmAID TO SVN. FAILED TO L

”PROD!FE RESULTS, THE U.8. WAS FORCED TO SHOW ITS _TRUE COLONIALIST

o IQTENTIONS BY SENDINQ TROOPS ED SVN AND BOMBING NOHTH VIETNAM

. . 4hndgi. \Js¢- -

'”*(NVW) AN ACTION HHICH PROVES THAT TH@Y KRE AGGHFSBORS AND WHICH

WILL EARN THLM THE CONDEMNATION QOF ALL PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE IN W‘

THE WORLD. (2) INCREASED U S TROOP STRENGTH PROVIDES MORE Aéfﬁfﬁﬁﬁ,f,

QIPDRTUNITIE FOR CAPTURING AND KIDNAPPING AMERICAN PERSONNEL ) ,5;

CAUSF BELAUVE THE U.3. TROOPS, PARTTfnLARLY OFFICERS ALTHOUGH T

O WELL TRAIHED ARE AFRAID OF THE HARDSHIPS OF WAR. (3) mosT

e LT D9, Lo <98




B T e T o T S

U;ﬂ. SERVI CEMEN ARE DRAFTEES FPCM Tdb EDRKING CLASS WHO HAVE
- BEEX DELILED BY THE U.8. GOVBRNMENT _INTO THINKING THAT THEY ARE

PIGETING TO DEFEND IHE FREE WORLD. THE TASK OF THE VC IS To

~ TAKE ADV\}TAG” _OF . 'THE FACT THAT THE U.s. FOBCES AHELFAR FROM___ .

LA WAR, B& WINNING THEM

‘H“ AND ENGAGED IN A DIPFIC”JT GJEiﬁ;?

OVLF EVEl THOUGH THFY ABE NOT CAPTIVES BY MAKING THEM AWARE —
OF TU5 TALE A”URE OF THEIR MISSION IN VIETNAM THEREBY _SOWING

"Dxmnr mY N OTALIR RANKS. : o P

3. THEQP IS A THREEFOLD PURPOSE IN TAKING U, S PRISONERS

- THEY CAN BE EXPLOITED FOR INTELLIGENCE PURPCSES; TKEY CAN BE
- EXPLOITEU R PROPAGANDA AND COUNTER—PHOPAGANDA PURPOSES THROUGH

RAD10 "BRIZDCASTS AND INTERVIEHS PUBLISHED IN THE NEUTRALIST

AND PFO»C(JMU@LST PREaS THEY CAN BE USED POLITICALLY TO. FURTHER
) THE CAUSE OF "UMMUNISM BEYOND THE LIMITED _CONTEXT OF VIETNAM BY

~N

PROFAGANDY Z ING THEM, BRAIN WASHING THEM AND CONVERTING THEM
INTC COMMUNIST OR PRO—COMMUNIST CADR 3 WHO VILL WORK ACTIVELY
FOR THE PLRTY N THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFTER THFY HAVE BEFN RELEASED,

Tty THE WC ALSO WAN™ "0 TAKh A LARGE hUMBER OF CAPTIVES

I¥ GROER. 70 BE ABLE 0 CALL FOR AN EXCHANGE OF POW'S QURIEGwvw%”

I

© MILITARY P:RSONNEL IN SPITE OF NUMEROUS ENGFGEMENTS. THEREEQRE
‘,Durrne AN MR PIVE' CELEBRATION HELD IN EARLY 1966 IN THE JUNGLE
Riﬁ OF SOR.. ﬁa.nxarnth; QUANG NGAT P PROVINCE, FIELD GRADE.-
'POf}TlCAL 'OFFICER MAJOR GENERAL CHU HUY MAN AND DEPUTY FIELD

GRADE POLITICAL OFFICER SENIOR COuONEL TRINH CALLED ON ALL -

UNITS TO MAKE 4 TBOROUGH 8TUNT CF PARYY AMD NVN UOVERNMENT - :
QLICY ON POW's ﬂND/EXECUTE IT CORRECTLY. FAILURE TO pO S0

MOUIT RESULT IN SEVERE PUNISHMENT. “OLONPL TRINH THEN INAUGURATED ~

A THMR~PHASE CAMPAIGN BY 'HLSENTING A TYPICAL VC UNIT WITH A
"SYhBULlC" ROPH FOR TIING up PRloONERS.

Se THE }IRST PHASE OF THE CAMPAIGN CONSISTED OF AN
INTENSIVE INDObTRINhTION OF ALL CADR}S AND TROOPS ON THE FO
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POuLCY WH CH HAD BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE THE T¥ME OF THE RESISTANCE

AGAY NQT THE FRLNCH BUT WHIPH HAD NOT ALWAY> BEEN CARHIFD ouT -
BFFPCTIVELY. ‘THYS PHASE WHICF LASTED THPEI MONTHS FROM MARCH .

THEQUGH ¥aY, W”" FIPST OHGANI&LL BY THE PARTY COMMITTEES AT_

DTVTS”DN REGIMFNT AND BPTTALION LEVELS AND THEN NON- PARTY
WERE SUBJECTED TO INDOCTRINATION,
HLMBERS 7 THE ADVANTAQGES OF TAKING LIVF PRISONERS _WAS STRESSED »>AND

- THE FOLLOWING REASONS WERL,GIVEN FOR VC CADRE 8_AND SQLDIERS

FAILUHE T4 DO SO IN THE PAST THE VC WERE NOT AWARE DF THF‘¢

IMPUR“XNCE OF WAhING POW"r THEY WANTED IO AVLNGE THEIR CAMRADES o

BT ELAUCH”FRING THE FNEMY\ TH FYWERE DIFFICULTIES AND HABQ;HIPS

INJULVED N TRANQFEHRING PRISONERS FROM THE UNIT TO THE. COMMAND ’

fj;@gﬁ;, AN> WHEN A UNIT WASAﬁQBﬁOUNDED oR HAD. SUFFERED MANY

‘7f~ .‘75, - PHE arconn PHASE OF TER CAMPAIGH,.WHICH STARTED AN

TUNE: 1966 ANI WAS oCHEDU ED 1@ CONTINUb THROUGH_LANUARY 1967, A;”"T\

hAj ENTIIJED "EMULATION FDR CAPTURING MMERICANS" ‘ SLQQ§§§ﬁ§Q§H

"AS Y LIVL POW IS8 EQUAL TC *ud DEA” AMERICAN AGGRESSOR°" WERE 7;,
DI“‘TMINA”FD AND OPFRATIONAL PLANS BASED ON THESE SLOGIN° WERh

=5y U S lolE

Fonmamamsn ALL SOLDlER% AND CADRES HAD TO OBTAIN ROPES AND .
CFRTOL T pN OP,RATION THL uLADFBS CHE )

- TO_MAKE, i
, T
= LROCPw HAD THEMn  THOSE wno DID NOT HAVE POPES WERE SFVERELY RS

PUr.suLD THE vc'wznz ORDERED To'ENGAGE
’ cRﬁbR mo wazun_sﬂ P';M_w B s“‘,

Ahﬁ=T9 AET P WO PPOPAGANDIZF THEM. POW‘S WEHE TO BE TRANSFERRED

r - alecncs

WAN‘ POST AS SOON AS PJQSiBLF DESPITE UHE DIFFICULTIES

*NV’LVEO EVEN IF THE PquONFR BAD TO BE CAFRTED. UPON - WITHQB@WIVG

"
WB%N SURROUND F BY THE ENEMY PCW'S WOUNDFD AND DEAD SHOULD ., * \' k

BE sxqeua‘ho FIRST THEN WEAPONS axo FINALLY PHE uuxw ‘,,a'~“ ‘[
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